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Germain they were stopped by several men and robbed; rob-
bery was common in those days, and Fieubet lost all he had in
his pockets. When the thieves had left them, and while
Fieubet was complaining of his misfortune, Courtin began to
applaud himself for having saved his watch and fifty pistoles
that he had time to slip into his trowsers. Immediately on
hearing this, Fieubet put his head out of the coach window,
and called back the thieves, who came sure enough to see what
he wanted.

"Gentlemen/1 said he, "you appear to be honest folks in,
distress; it is not reasonable that you should be the dupes of
this gentleman, who has swindled you out of fifty pistoles and
his watch." And then turning to Courtin, he smilingly said:
" You told me so yourself, monsieur; so give the things up
like a man, without being searched."

The astonishment and indignation of Courtin were such that-
he allowed money and watch to be taken from him without
uttering a single word; but when the thieves were gone away,
he would have strangled Fieubet had not this latter been the
stronger of the two. Fieubet only laughed at him; and upon
arriving at St. Germain told the adventure to everybody he.
met. Their friends had all the trouble in the world to recon-
cile them.

The year finished with an affair in which I was not a little-
interested. During the year there were several grand ffifces, at
which the King went to High Mass and vespers. On these
occasions a lady of the Court, named by the Queen, or when
there was none, by the Dauphiness, made a collection for the
poor. The house of Lorraine, always anxious to increase its-
importance, shirked impudently this duty, in order thereby to
give itself a new distinction, and assimilate its rank to that of
the princes of the blood. It was a long time before this was
perceived. At last the Duchesse de Noailles, the Duchesse da
Guiche, her daughter, the Mar&chal de Boufflers, and others,
took notice of it; and I was soon after informed of it. I de-
termined that the matter should be arranged, and that justice
should be done.